
Novels set in Virginia

Author Title In print? Grade Levels Historical period Main Character(s)Notes

Alphin, Elaine Marie Ghost Cadet, The 5 thru 8 Civil war, present boy Twelve-year-old Benjy, in Virginia visiting the grandmother he has never met, meets the ghost of a VMI cadet who was killed in  1864 and helps him recover his family's  gold watch.

Anderson, Joan Williamsburg household, A 3 thru 6 18th century boy, girl This story examines an entire household - both white and black - and shows the stark contrast between the lives of the slaves and the people who owned them.

Armstrong, Alan Raleigh's page 5 thru 8 Jamestown, before boy In the late 16th century,  Andrew leaves school in England and proves himself as page to Sir Walter Raleigh before going to Virginia, where he establishes relations with the Indians.

Bradby, Marie Some friend 4 thru 8 1960's girl Fifth grader Pearl Jordan learns some difficult lessons about friendship when she befriends the odd, but artistically talented Artemesia, then shuns her in favor of the popular Lenore.

Brenaman, Miriam Evvy's civil war 4 thru 8 Civil war girl In Virginia in 1860, on the verge of the Civil War, fourteen-year-old Evvy chafes at the restrictions that her society places on both women and slaves.

Brooke, Lauren Heart of gold 5 thru 8 current day girl Chestnut Hill series; Honey is immediately drawn to Patience's new pony Moonlight Minuet. When Minuet is injured, she desperately wants to help.

Brooke, Lauren Tomorrow's promise 5 up current day girl, boy Heartland series #10 (22 titles); show jumping; Virginia where?

Brown, Judy M. Jamestowne's uncovered treasures 4 thru 8 Jamestown boy, girl Presents a number of short stories about the early years of the Jamestown settlement, and includes photographs of some of the artifacts uncovered by archaeologists.

Bruchac, Joseph Pocahontas 6 up Jamestown girl, man presents the story of Pocahontas and John Smith in alternating chapters by each one

Bryant, Bonnie Riding Camp 3 thru 5 current day girls, boy Saddle Club ; #10; Carole, Lisa, and Stevie spend two quite surprising weeks at a Virginia riding camp--and compete in a genuine horse show.

Bulla, Clyde R. Lion to guard us, A 3 thru 4 Jamestown, before girl, boy children try to get to their father in Jamestown; mostly about the voyage.

Butler, Amy Virginia bound 4 thru 8 Jamestown, later boy, girl Rob Brackett is kidnapped from the streets of London and taken to Virginia as indentured servant to a cruel tobacco farmer, where he meets a Pamunkey girl named Mattoume.

Campbell, Carole R. Powder monkey, The 4 thru 8 Civil war boy Young Americans series ; #4;  Tad Lynch, whose father helped build the Confederate Ironclad CSS Virginia, is inadvertently trapped on board & serves in the battle

Carbone, Elisa Blood on the river 4 thru 8 Jamestown boy Twelve-year-old orphan Samuel Collier, page to Captain John Smith, settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly learn to distinguish between friend and foe.

Clark, Margaret Goff Freedom crossing 4 thru 8 pre Civil war girl Laura returns to her home in New York after living with her aunt and uncle in Virginia for four years and discovers that her father and brother are helping runaway slaves escape.

Collier, James Lincoln Corn raid : a story of the Jamestown Settlement, The 4 thru 8 Jamestown boys Jamestown's American Portraits; Richard and Weetoppin share the miseries of indentured servitude and wrestle with the cultural divide.

Collier, James Lincoln With every drop of blood 5 thru 9 Civil war boys While trying to transport food to Richmond, Virginia, during the Civil War, fourteen-year-old Johnny is captured by an African-American Union soldier.

Condrey, Julianne S. Faithful to the cause 4 thru 8 Civil war girl Sixteen-year-old Virginia girl Sarah wonders which way to turn during the Civil War.

Dell, Pamela Aquila's drinking gourd : a story of the Underground Railroad4 thru 8 pre Civil War girl Slave is sold away, then escapes via the Underground RR. Scrapbooks of America series; current West Virginia

Durrant, Lynda Betsy Zane : the rose of Fort Henry 4 thru 8 Revolution girl Elizabeth Zane, great-great-aunt of novelist Zane Grey, returns to her brothers in what is now West Virginia, and plays an important role in the final battle of the American Revolution.

Elliott, Laura Annie between the states 6 up Civil war girl Annie, an idealistic, poetry-loving Confederate, finds herself nursing soldiers, hiding valuables, and running the household as the Civil War rages around her family's Virginia home
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Elliottt, Laura Give me liberty 4 thru 8 Revolution boy In 1775, Nathaniel Dunn, a thirteen-year-old indentured servant in Virginia, befriends a schoolmaster and soon finds himself torn between the two sides in the American Revolution.

Ernst, Kathleen Night riders of Harpers Ferry, The 6 thru 9 Civil war boy, girl During the Civil War, a young Union soldier must adjust to army life in the region where the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers come together at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.

Fritz, Jean Who's saying what in Jamestown, Thomas Savage? 3 thru 6 Jamestown boy Fictionalized biography of T homas Savage who was sent from Jamestown to live among the Native Americans in order to learn their language and become an interpreter.

Fuqua, Jonathon Scott Willoughby Spit Wonder, The 4 thru 8 1950's boy In 1950s Norfolk, Virginia, Carter decides to emulate Prince Namor, comic superhero, in order to inspire his father to stay alive.

Guzman, Lila Lorenzo's secret mission 4 thru 8 Revolution boy In 1776, orenzo Bannister leaves Texas and his father's new grave to carry a letter to the Virginia grandfather he has never known, and becomes involved in the Revolution.

Gwaltney, Doris Homefront 5 thru 8 World War II girl Margaret Ann endures the trials of a new cousin and all the pain that came with World War II.

Hahn, Mary  Downing Hear the wind blow 5 thru 9 Civil war boy, girl With their mother dead and their home burned, a thirteen-year-old boy and his little sister set out across Virginia in search of relatives during the final days of the Civil War.

Haislip, Phyllis Hall Divided loyalties : a Revolutionary War fifer's story 4 thru 8 Revolution boy WM kids; boy from Williamsburg deals with divided loyalties in his family; marches to Camden SC and fights in battle there.

Haislip, Phyllis Hall Lottie's courage : a contraband slave's story 4 thru 8 Civil war girl WM kids; escape from slave trader, taken to Fortress Monroe

Hall, Beverly Secret of the lion's head, The 4 thru 8 Civil war girl  Living with her aunt in Richmond during the Civil War, Annie notices mysterious goings on and suspects that Auntie Elizabeth is a Union spy.

Hart, Alison Fires of Jubilee 4 thru 8 just after Civil war girl Still living on the same Virginia plantation after the Civil War ends, thirteen-year-old Abby Joyner struggles to find the truth behind the disappearance of her mother.

Hart, Lenore Treasure of Savage Island, The 5 thru 8 Revolution, after girl, boy Runaway slave, Rafe, is helped by thirteen-year-old Molly after the ship on which Rafe has stowed away runs aground near the Eastern Shore, and the pair share an adventure involving pirates, spies, and lost treasure.

Hemingway, Edith Morris Rebel Hart 5 thru 8 Civil war girl A farm girl from the mountains of what would become West Virginia leaves home to join a group of rebel raiders who strike Federal Army encampments during the Civil War.

Henry, Marguerite Misty of Chincoteague 4 thru 8 1940's boy, girl Paul and Maureen Beebe with the Chincoteague ponies

Henry, Marguerite Sea Star, orphan of Chincoteague 4 thru 8 1940's boy, girl Paul and Maureen Beebe with the Chincoteague ponies

Henry, Marguerite Stormy, Misty's foal 4 thru 8 1950's boy, girl Paul and Maureen Beebe with the Chincoteague ponies

Hermes, Patricia Brothers' war, The 3 thru 5 Civil war girls Cousins find their family torn apart when their fathers choose different sides; My Side of the Story series; flip book

Hermes, Patricia Our strange new land 3 thru 5 Jamestown girl Elizabeth's Jamestown Colony diary ; bk.1;My America

Hermes, Patricia Season of promise OP 3 thru 5 Jamestown girl Elizabeth's Jamestown Colony diary ; bk. 3;My America;Dear America; In 1610, ten-year-old Elizabeth continues a journal of her experiences living in Jamestown

Hermes, Patricia Starving Time 3 thru 5 Jamestown girl Elizabeth's Jamestown Colony Diary pt. 2, Dear America series; Elizabeth Barker continues to write to her "friend," her diary

Hite, Sid Hole in the world,  A 5 thru 9 current day boy Paul Shackleford spends a summer living and working on his relatives’ Virginia farm, where a suicide continues to haunt those he meets.

Hunter, John P Red thunder 5 thru 8 Revolution boy As the  the end of the Revolutionary War nears, fourteen-year-old Nate Chandler and his dog join James Armistead Lafayette, a slave, in becoming spies for the Continental Army.
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Jackson, Louise A. Gone to Texas : from Virginia to adventure 4 thru 8 pre Civil war boy Recently orphaned, Ephraim Darter is determined to make the long journey from western Virginia to Texas, where he hopes to find adventure and a place to call home.

Jones, Elizabeth McDavid, Traitor in Williamsburg : a Felicity mystery 3 thru 6 Revolution girl Felicity, a girl in colonial Williamsburg, tries to find out who is trying to cause trouble when someone begins falsely accusing people of helping the British--including her father.

Karwoski, Gail Surviving Jamestown: the adventures of young Sam Collier4 thru 8 Jamestown boy  Sam Collier, a twelve-year-old, serves as page to John Smith during the relentless hardship experienced by the founders at the first permanent English settlement in the New World.

Kay, Alan N. Off to fight 4 thru 8 Civil war boy Young Heroes of history #3; Just when George Adams has begun to settle into life in Richmond, Virginia, the state secedes from the Union and he has choices to make.

Kay, Alan N. On the trail of John Brown's body 4 thru 8 Civil war boy Young Heroes of history #2; Two young cousins and their fathers become involved in events leading up to abolitionist John Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry, West Virginia, in 1859.

Keene, Carolyn Exhibition of evil OP 4 thru 8 current day girl Nancy Drew and her friend Bess, on vacation in historic Williamsburg, Virginia, team up with Joe and Frank Hardy to solve the mystery of two related murders.

Keene, Carolyn Hidden window mystery 4 thru 8 current day girl Nancy Drew (#34) visits her cousin in Virginia, hoping to locate a missing stained glass window.

Kenny, Kathryn Mystery of the emeralds, The 3 thru 5 current day girl Trixie Belden mystery $14;  Trixie follows the clues in a 100-year-old letter to the ruins of a mansion in Virginia, where she searches for a cursed emerald necklace.

Kreehn, Sally Anna Sunday 4 thru 8 Civil war girl, boy Siblings from PA come to Winchester to find & care for wounded father; Anna is disguised as Adam.

Kudlinski, Kathleen My lady Pocahontas 6 up Jamestown girls Pocahontas is a visionary here; the story is told by a fictional friend; Indian point of view.

Lynch, Marcia United in freedom 4 thru 8 Civil war boy African American twin brothers, one a slave on a Virginia plantation and one a free man in Pennsylvania, are reunited when they join soldiers on opposing sides of the Civil War.

Lyons, Mary E. Dear Ellen Bee : a Civil War scrapbook of two Union spies5 thru 8 Civil war girl A scrapbook kept by a young black girl details her experiences and those of the older white woman, "Miss Bet," who had freed her and her family.

Marsh, Carole Mystery at Jamestown, The : first permanent English colony in America! 4 thru 7 Jamestown boy, girl Christina and Grant travel to Jamestown, Virginia, where they learn about colonial America and try to solve a mystery involving an archaeologist accused of stealing bones.

McDonald, Megan Judy Moody saves the world 3 thru 4 current day girl, boy When Judy Moody gets serious about protecting the environment, she manages to inspire her third grade class to undertake an award-winning project (Virginia endangered species).

McDonald, Megan Judy Moody was in a mood.  Not a good mood.  A bad mood.3 thru 4 current day girl, boy popular series: Third grader Judy Moody is in a first day of school bad mood until she gets an assignment to create a collage all about herself and begins creating her Me collage.

McDonald, Megan Shadows in the glasshouse OP 4 thru 8 Jamestown, later girl American girl series. While working as an indentured servant for a Jamestown glassmaker in 1621, twelve-year-old Merry uncovers a case of sabotage.

Nixon, Joan Lowery Ann's story, 1747 4 thru 8 18th century girl Young Americans Series;  Ann needs to start behaving like a proper young lady,  but she would rather assist her fatherwith his patients.

Nixon, Joan Lowery Caesar's story, 1759 4 thru 8 18th century boy Young Americans Series; Caesar lives with his family, but he is a slave, and when the master selects him to be a personal servant in the big house, Caesar has to obey.

Nixon, Joan Lowery John's story, 1775 4 thru 8 Revolution boy Young Americans Series; As tensions rise between England and the colonies, John's father hopes for a peaceful solution, but his brother joins the militia.

Nixon, Joan Lowery Maria's story, 1773 4 thru 8 18th century girl
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Nixon, Joan Lowery Nancy's story, 1765 4 thru 8 18th century girl

Y

o

O'Dell, Scott Serpent never sleeps, The : a novel of Jamestown and Pocahontas5 up Jamestown girl In the early 17th century, Serena Lynn, determined to be with the man she has loved since childhood, travels to the New World where she meets John Smith. (1987)
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Olasky, Susan Annie Henry : adventures in the American Revolution 4 thru 8 Revolution girl Annie Henry is determined to follow in her father's footsteps and fight for liberty in any way she can, and she does her part during the American Revolution. Orig. 4 books.

Owen, Tom Bravest blacksmith, The 3 thru 5 Revolution boy 1781, Owen Scott warns Jack Jouett that the British are coming to Charlottesville.

Paterson, Katherine Bridge to Terabithia 4 thru 8 current day boy, girl Jesse befriends Leslie as he deals with his father's expectations; Leslie's death means additional pain and growth.  Newbery winner.  Rural VA.

Paterson, Katherine Park's quest 4 thru 8 1970's? boy Eleven-year-old Park makes some startling discoveries when he travels to his grandfather's farm in Virginia to learn about his father who died in the Vietnam War.

Pinkney, Andrea Davis Silent thunder : a Civil War story 5 thru 8 Civil war girl, boy In 1862 eleven-year-old Summer and her older brother Rosco take turns describing how life on the quiet Virginia plantation where they are slaves is affected by the Civil War.

Ransom, Candice Finding day's bottom 3 thru 5 1950's girl After her father dies, eleven-year-old Jane-Ery slowly finds healing through her relationship with her grandfather and their rural Virginia home.

Ransom, Candice Sam Collier and the founding of Jamestown 3 thru 4 Jamestown boy On my own history series, easy short read introduces life in colonial Jamestown, Virginia, as seen through the eyes of Sam Collier, John Smith's page.

Ransom, Candice Signals in the sky 3 thru 5 Civil war boy, girl Whisked back to 1863 Virginia with the aid of a magical spyglass, the three Chapman children meet real-life Civil War spy, John Doyle.

Ray, Delia Ghost Girl: a Blue Ridge Mountain Story 4 thru 8 Depression girl Eleven-year-old April is delighted when President and Mrs. Hoover build a school near her Virginia home but problems may mean that April can never learn to read.

Reeder, Carolyn Across the lines  4 thru 8 Civil war boy Edward, the son of a white plantation owner, and his black house servant and friend Simon witness the siege of Petersburg during the Civil War.

Reeder, Carolyn Moonshiner's son 4 thru 8 Depression boy Twelve-year-old Tom Higgins is determined to learn his father's moonshining business even though Prohibition forbids its production; but when a preacher arrives in the small Virginia community, the lines are drawn between the law and morality a

Reeder, Carolyn Shades of gray 4 thru 8 Civil war boy *Will Page, left an orphan, leaves Winchester to live in rural central VA with his uncle's family, although he disapproves of his uncle's choice not to fight.  He learns to work on the farm as well as to appreciate the complexities of the war

Rinaldi, Ann Girl in blue 5 thru 9 Civil war girl Sarah, dressed as a boy, leaves her Michigan home to join the Union Army, becomes a soldier in Virginia and a Union spy working for Confederate sympathizer Rose Greenhow.

Rinaldi, Ann Or give me death: a novel of Patrick Henry's family 5 up 18th century girls Henry's family, from point of view of daughters Patsy and Anne

Robertson, William Battling Bucktails at Fredericksburg, The 4 thru 8 Civil war boys WM kids, #16 series of books about a PA regiment with two recruits who go through the war together; several set in VA

Robertson, William Bucktails' Shenandoah march, The 4 thru 8 Civil war boys WM kids, #12 series of books about a PA regiment with two recruits who go through the war together; several set in VA

Roop, Peter Eye for an eye : a story of the Revolutionary War 4 thru 8 Revolution girl, boy Jamestown's American Portraits; tomboy Samantha becomes Sam and sails on a Colonial privateer in an exciting rescue mission.

Ruby, Lois Journey to Jamestown 3 thru 5 Jamestown Elias arrives in Jamestown and discovers that he has a knack for healing. He meets Sacahocan, an Indian girl who is training to be a medicine woman.   My Side of the Story series.

Rylant, Cynthia Blue Hill Meadows, The 3 thru 5 current day Tells the story of the Meadows family and the life they lead in the quiet country town of Blue Hill, Virginia.

Sappey, Maureen Stack Rose at Bull Run, A : romance and realities of First Bull Run5 thru 8 Civil war girl Young American series ; #1; After being caught up in the  Battle of Bull Run, Julie changes her romantic ideas of war and learns to respect the more realistic attitude of her sister.

Schurfranz, Vivian Message for General Washington, A 4 thru 8 Revolution girl Twelve-year-old Hannah accepts the challenge of sneaking behind enemy lines to deliver a message to General Washington which will result in the British surrender at Yorktown.

Seabrooke, Brenda Haunting of Holroyd Hill, The OP 4 thru 8 current day; Civil warboy, girl When her family moves to the Virginia countryside, Melinda, her brother, and their new friend Dan work to solve the mystery of a Civil War-era ghost who is haunting their house.



Novels set in Virginia

Spain, Susan Rosson Deep cut, The 4 thru 8 Civil war boy Considered "slow" by his father, Lonzo tries his best to help his family in Culpeper, Virginia, during the Civil War and learns about himself and his family.

Stainer, M. L. Lyon's crown, The 4 thru 8 Jamestown girl, boy Lyon saga ; bk. 5; When a smallpox epidemic hits the Roanoke Colony, young half-native and half-English siblings Suzanne, William, and George make their way to Jamestown.

Stolz, Mary Ballad of the Civil War, A 4 thru 8 Civil war boys Weary of the war, a Union lieutenant recalls his life with his twin brother on their family's Virginia plantation and the events that led them to fight on different sides in the Civil War

Stone, Marie On their own : a journey to Jamestown 4 thru 8 Jamestown girls Colonial American adventures series:Orphaned when a hurricane sinks their ship, Amy,  Sarah, and Priscilla are rescued by an Indian boy who guides them to Jamestown. 

Thomas, Carroll Matty's war 4 thru 8 Civil war girls dual perspective; one cousin at home in New England; the other disguised as a boy fighting in Virginia for the Union

Tripp, Valerie Felicity discovers a secret OP 3 thru 5 18th century girl American girl. In 1774 Williamsburg, Virginia, Felicity helps the irritable Mrs. Burnie do laundry and learns a secret that seems to explain her behavior. 

Tripp, Valerie Felicity learns a lesson : a school story 3 thru 5 18th century girl American Girl series, bk.2:  nine-year-old Felicity Merriman from colonial Williamsburg is sent to Miss Manderly's to learn manners and etiquette.

Tripp, Valerie Felicity saves the day : a summer story 3 thru 5 Revolution girl American Girl series, bk.5:  Felicity Merriman finds a secret note from Ben, her father's apprentice who has run away to join the colonial army, and goes off to help him.

Tripp, Valerie Felicity takes a dare OP 3 thru 5 18th century girl American girl. All winter Felicity has waited to go to the Williamsburg town fair, but her foolhardy actions in trying to feed the race horses spoils the fun and teaches her a lesson.

Tripp, Valerie Felicity's surprise : a Christmas story 3 thru 6 18th century girl American Girl series, bk 3: nine-year-old Felicity Merriman from colonial Williamsburg is invited to the Governor's Palace.

Tripp, Valerie Happy birthday Felicity : a springtime story 3 thru 6 18th century girl American Girl series bk 4: Felicity Merriman receives a guitar for her birthday, disobeys her mother by taking it out to show her friend, Elizabeth, and overhears a conversation.

Tripp, Valerie Meet Felicity 3 thru 5 18th century girl American girl series; 1st of 6 featuring Felicity Merriman, a nine-year-old girl who lives in colonial Williamsburg, Virginia; this one involves a mistreated horse.

Tripp, Valerie Very funny, Elizabeth! 3 thru 5 18th century girl American girl miscellaneous; Elizabeth Cole and her best friend Felicity are known as pranksters in colonial Virginia and their favorite target is Elizabeth's older sister Annabelle.

Wallace, Barbara Brooks Twin in the tavern, The 4 thru 8 18th century ? boy A young orphan finds himself at the mercy of the unsavory owner of a tavern in Alexandria, Virginia, while he tries to solve the mystery surrounding his past and a missing twin.

Warner, Gertrude ChandlerMystery at Peacock Hall, The 3 thru 5 current day boy, girl At the request of their distant relative Althea, the Boxcar Children arrive at her old Virginia mansion and investigate the mysterious incidents happening there.

White, Ruth Belle Prater's boy 4 thru 8 1950's boy, girl When Woodrow's mother suddenly disappears, he moves to his grandparents' home in a small Virginia town where he befriends his cousin and together they face losses and fears.

White, Ruth Search for Belle Prater 4 thru 8 1950's boy, girl In 1955, Woodrow and his cousin Gypsy befriend a new girl in their class  and the three of them set off to find Woodrow's missing mother.

Willis, Cynthia Chapman Dog gone 4 thru 8 current day girl Set in rural VA, Dill hard hit by mother's death and  concerned that the dog Dead End is involved in killing sheep.


